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FOR 5 WEEKS. 2 OBSERVERS MADE DAILY VISITS TO A 
LABORATORY PRESCHOOL TO COLLECT INFORMATION ON THE AMOUNT AND 
KINDS OF POSITIVE SOCIAL REINFORCEMENT CHILDREN GIVE TO EACH 
OTHER IN NURSERY SCHOOL. SEVENTY CHILDREN (AGED 3 YEARS 4 
MONTHS TO 4 YEARS 9 MONTHS! WERE GROUPED INTO 2 OLDER AND 2 
YOUNGER CLASSES. EACH CHILD WAS OBSERVED IN RANDOM ORDER FOR 
3-MINUTE PERIODS AT 12 DIFFERENT TIMES. OBSERVATIONS WERE 
RECORDED IN PRESET PROTOCOLS CODED IN 4 CATEGORIES ACCORDING 
TO KINDS OF REINFORCEMENT. (1) GIVING POSITIVE ATTENTION AND 
APPROVAL. <2) GIVING AFFECTION AND PERSONAL ACCEPTANCE. (3) 
SUBMISSION. AND (4) TOKEN GIVING. ANALYSIS OF VARIANCE OF THE 
DATA SHOWED THAT 4-YEAR-OLDS HAD A SIGNIFICANTLY HIGHER RATE 
OF POSITIVE SOCIAL REINFORCEMENT IN A WIDER DISTRIBUTION THAN 
DID 3-YEAR-OLDS. REINFORCEMENT OVERTURES OCCURRED MOST 
FREQUENTLY DURING SUCH DRAMATIC PLAY ACTIVITIES AS PLAYING 
HOUSE OR PLAYING WITH BLOCKS. TRUCKS. AND PUPPETS. SUPPORT 
GIVEN RELATED POSITIVELY TO THE AMOUNT RECEIVED AND USUALLY 
SUSTAINED ONGOING BEHAVIOR. INVESTIGATORS CONCLUDED THAT 
THERE IS A MARKED INCREASE IN A CHILD'S USE OF GENERALIZED 
SOCIAL REINFORCERS DURING PRESCHOOL YEARS AND THAT A WIDE 
VARIETY OF POSITIVE RESPONSES ARE USED. THIS ARTICLE IS 
PUBLISHED IN "CHILD DEVELOPMENT." VOLUME 3S. NUMBER 4. 
DECEMBER. 1967. (MS) 
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An ot:.icrvational method was devised for obtaining normative information 
the Ciaount and kinds of positive soeial reinforecment dispensed by pre- 
K .-hool-a'ge children to eaoh other in nursery school. Data were collected in 
preschool classes. It was found that children in the older groups rein~ 
forced nieir peers at a significantly higher rate than those in the younger 
groups and that the amount of reinforcement given was positively related to 
the amount received. Reinforcement was dispensed in a higher proportion 
when a child was engaged in dramatic play activity than tman lie was en- 
gaged In other pursuits (such as art, music, or table games). About half the 
reinforcements were given in response to overtures from the recipients and 
half spontaneously. The consequence of reinforcement was, in largest pro- 
portion, the continuation of the recipient’s activity at the time of reinforce- 
ment. 
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Numerous attempts are currently being made to study patterns of 
young children's social behavior within the conceptual framework of rein- 
forcement theory. Only a few studies (Floyd, 1964; Hartup, 1964; Patter- 
son, Bricker, & Greene, 1964), however, have dealt particularly with 

р. -cschool-age peers as agents of reinforcement. Tlie results of the Patterson 

с. ; al. (1964) study strongly support the utility of applying reinforcement 

The authors wish to acknowledge tlie assistance of Elizabeth Konen, Nancy 
Mann, and Marilyn Rausch in carrying out this study. They also e.\tend thanks 
to the staff of tlie University of Minnesota Laboratory Preschool for their co- 
operation, and to Sandra Cohen and James Bryan for their lielpful reviews of 
an earlier manuscript. This project was carried out while the first author was 
oupported by NICHD grant No. Tl-HD-105-01. Author Charlesworth’s ad- 
dress: Jones School, 401 North Division, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104. 
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developmental changes arc apparent. The ultimate value of the present 
observational method will depend on the predictive value of the informa- 
tion obtained. As is reported elsewhere (Hartup & Coates, 1967; Ilartiip, 
Glazer, & Charle-sworth, 19C7), the present measures of classroom behavior 
have been found to be predictive of behavior in two other situations. 
Consequently, further work utilizing this approach to the study of peer 
reinforcement seems warranted. 

REFERENCES 

Ciningcr, Mary Ann. Dependency behavior as related to two kinds of nurturance 
in young children. Unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Minnesota, 1965. 
Floyd, Joanne. Effects of the amount of reward and friendship status of the other 
on the frequency of sharing in children. Unpublished doctoral dissertation. 
University of Minnesota, 1964. 

Gewirtz, J. L. A learning analysis of the effects of normal stimulation, privation and 
deprivation on the acquisition of social motivation and attachment. In B. Foss 
(Ed.), Determinants of infant behavior. New York: Wiley, 1961. 

Hartup, W. W. Friendship status and the effectiveness of peers as reinforcing 
agents. Journal of experimental child Fsychotogy, 1964, 1, 154-162. 

Hartup, W. W., & Coates, B. Imitation of a peer as a function of reinforcement 
from the peer group and rowardingness of tho model. Child Development, 
1967, 38, 1003-1016. 

Hartup, W. W., Glazer, Jane, & Charlesworth, Rosalind. Peer reinforcement and 
sociometric status. Child Development, 1967, 38, 1017-1024. 

Hartup, W. W., & Keller, E. D. Nurturance in preschool children and its relation 
to dependency. Child Development, 1960, 31, 681—689. 

Parten, Mildred B. Social participation among preschool children. Journal of ab- 
normal and social Psychology, 1932, 27, 243-269. 

Patterson, G. E., Bricker, W., & Green, M. Peer group reactions as a determinant 
of aggressive behavior in nursery school children. Paper presented at the 
meetings of the American Psychological Association, 1964. 

Skinner, B. F. Science and human behavior. New York: Macmillan, 1953. 
Stevenson, H. W. Social reinforcement of children's behavior. In L. P. Lipsitt and 
C. C. Spiker (Eds.), Advances in child development and behavior. Vol. 2. 
New York: Academic Press, 1965. Pp. 97-126. 

Swift, Joan. Effects of early group experience: tlie nursery school and d.iy nursery. 
In M. Hoffman and L. Hoffman (Eds.), Review of child development re- 
search. Vol. 1. New York: Russell Sago Found., 1964. Pp. 249-288. 

Walker, Helen, & Lev, J. Elementary statistical methods. New York: Holt, 1958. 



1002 



■■ 






